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NEWSLETTER
Aucust 1975

The offlcers and councillors listed at the left of
this page assumed office at the adjourned Annual °
General Meeting held in Ottawa, Canada, May 16, 1975.'

At that time, a vote of thanks was extended to
Dr. Ivor Elliott, his executive and council, for
their good shepherding and excellent attention to
the business of the A.E.G. during their tenure of
office (1974-1975).

NUA TIN 9

The Annual General Meeting was scheduled to be held
during the C.I.M.M. meeting in Toronto, Canada,

May 7, 1975. Although a number of A.E.G. members
were present at the C.I.M.M. meeting, too few
attended the A.E.G. Annual General Meeting to assem-
ble a quorum. The meeting accordingly was adjourned
following the Bylaws, and subsequently held in
Ottawa, Canada, May 16, 1975. Several matters
discussed at the Annual General Meeting and under
consideration by Council will be outlined below.

]

The following address summarizing the activities and

status of the Ass001atlon of Exploration Geochemists
as of April, 1975, was prepared for presentation at
the Annual General Meeting by Dr. I. L. Elliott,
President of the Association for 1974-1975:

Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen, fellow
members of the Association. I am very pleased to
welcome you to our 6th Annual General Meeting.

People form associations, societies, clubs,

. etc. principally to communicate within their parti-

cular areas of interest and to bring their special
interests to the notice of others. During the year,
three significant developments have taken place, all
of which have a bearing on the communications net-

work within and outside the Association.
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The first of these events affects the Journal. One of
the primary objectives of the Association is the dissemination
of information in the field of exploration geochemistry. The
Journal is our principal vehicle for this objective; it is
also our most visible asset, carrying the Association's name
‘and purpose far beyond the limits of our membership. Our
contract with the publisher of the Journal, Elsevier Scientific
Publishing Company of Amsterdam, runs out with the last issue
of 1975. Since last October, the Editor in Chief, Dr. Cameron,
and Business Manager, Dr. Hansuld, have been negotiating a new
contract with Elsevier. The new contract inevitably will result
in an increase in the cost of the Journal subscription. We have
been extremely fortunate in a period of severe inflation to have
been able to maintain the 1972 price constant until the end of
1975. The achievement has been due largely to the success of the
Journal as a publishing venture, the cooperation of Elsevier, and
in no small part to the hard work of Eion Cameron. I would like
to thank both Dr. Cameron and Dr. Hansuld for their efforts in
negotiating the new contract. '

To offset the increase in subscription cost, the Journal
will be enlarged from 400 pages to 600 pages per year, so you
will be getting a 50 percent increase in papers. This will
give us more flexibility in paper length and the capacity to
produce issues dedicated to specific topics such as the Austral-
ian and Case History issues. A further positive economic factor
is that during 1974, the Journal went out to more than 1,000
-subscribers. At this level of circulation, the Association
begins to receive royalties which, although they may not be
large, contribute to our financial health.

The second development I would like to mention has to do
with communication through meetings. The Biennial Symposia on
Exploration Geochemistry have become an established forum for
the international exchange of ideas and information. Through
the newly formed Technical Meetings Committee, under the chair-
manship of Dr. Gleeson, the Association will sponsor a variety
of meetings ranging from workshops to regional and national
meetings dealing with specific topics or geographical areas.
These meetings will provide further opportunities for personal
contact and discussion. Depending on the scope of the meeting,
the Association will have the option of printing the proceedings
as special publications, newsletter reports, or as papers in the
Journal.

: We are already planning a meeting on Appalachian Geochemistry

to be held in Fredericton, New Brunswick, in the spring of next
year under the chairmanship of Professor Gerry Govett. I hope
you have all already received the first circular announcing this
meeting.

In addition, the Association will be very much involved in
a meetlng called "EXPLORATION '77" sponsored by the Canadian Geo—
science Council to be held in Ottawa in 1977.
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-y Whilst on the subject of meetings, I am sure you are all
aware that the Sixth International Geochemical Symposium will
be held as part of the International Geological Congress in
Sydney, Australia, in August, 1976. Dr. Charles Butt of
C.S.I.R.0. and his committee are busy with the preliminary
planning of the meeting, and we take this opportunity to
wish Charles and his colleagues 'good luck' with this impor-
tant task.

It is with a strong personal sense of relief that I can
tell you that the Proceedings of the Vancouver Symposium came
out on schedule last month as the Association's Special Pub-
lication No. 2. So, barring postal delays, all of you who
ordered copies at the meeting should be receiving them shortly.
I would at this point like to thank Frans van Eysinga for his -
efforts at Elsevier and for the support he gave to K. Fletcher
and myself during the months it took to edit the volume.

The subject of A.E.G. publications is a third trend which
has been set during the year. I trust that by now you have
all seen the Case History issue of the Journal, which will also
be published by Elsevier in hard cover as A.E.G. Special Pub-
lication No. 3. Dr. Bradshaw, chairman of the Case History
Committee, is to be congratulated on the exceptional job he
~has done in compiling and editing this book. We certainly:
hope that it is the first of a series dealing in the most -
basic and practical manner with geochemical exploration con-
cepts in a variety of environments. !

The Bibliography Committee, under the enthusiastic chair-
manship of Dr. Hawkes, in addition to producing Annual Biblio-
graphy Supplements which appear in the Journal, is working on
a compilation covering the years 1960 to 1975, which we hope
will appear as an A.E.G. publication in time for the 1976
Symposium. The time saved by having at hand such a compen-
dium of information on exploration geochemistry will, I think,
more than repay the modest cost of this publication.

In other committee work, Bob Carpenter's Research and
Education Committee produced a survey of the level of teaching
activity in the subject of exploration geochemistry at Uni-
versities in North America. When this report is compared
with Bloom's 1971 report, it shows clearly the very significant
growth in opportunity for students to acquire both the rudiments
of a geochemical education and to pursue geochemistry as a
research topic. The report also reflects the acceptance of
exploration geochemistry as a legitimate and important area of
scientific education. v

: Dr. James' Admissions Committee has had a busy year pro-
N cessing more than 50 applications for membership. As might be
J expected, we are looking at a slower rate of growth in member-
ship than in earlier years. If we are to maintain and increase
our membership in the future, I believe we have to provide our
members with some tangible benefits of belonging to the
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Association in the form of a respected Journal and informative
meetings. There is very strong competition for the subscription
dollar, and smaller groups like ourselves and, say, the Canadian
Geophysical Union are more vulnerable to inflationary pressures
than more broadly based groups such as C.I.M. or S.E.G.

During the year, at the request of a member, consideration
was given to the appointment of a regional councillor for Europe.
However, neither of the two nominees rallied sufficient support,
and the appointment had to be abandoned. I would like to point
out that the inititative for the appointment of councillors to
represent regional interests must come from the membership, and
cannot and should not be imposed by council. We have presently
under consideration the appointment of a reglonal councillor for
South America.

Over the past four years we have developed our relationships
with other scientific and technical groups, particularly in Canada,
through the Canadian Geoscience Council. We have been fortunate
indeed in having Dr. Coope to represent the Association on the
Canadian Geoscience Council. Dr. Coope's energy and dedication to
any task he undertakes is well known. The Geoscience Council is
one of the few channels through which scientists can approach the
federal government with briefs relating to the formulation of
science policy in Canada. For instance, during 1974, the Associa-
tion contributed to the Council's first report to the government
on Research Activity in the Geosciences. Whist there has been
some disappointment with the final form of this report, it is a
beginning, and one we must build on. Although the Council and its
umbrella organization SCITEC are relatively young and their
communications system is still shaky, I believe the Association
can make a worthwhile contribution to the Council and benefit from
continued membership.

We are actively trying to achive representation on a similar
organization in the United States, the National Research Council
Committee for Geochemistry, and we are very pleased that Dr. Rose
of Pennsylvania State University has agreed to be our nominee for
this appointment.

It remains for me to bring one other item to your attention
which will very substantially affect the future of our Association. -
I refer to our legal status, with particular respect to our position
as a taxable entity. We have under consideration the registration
of the Association as a non-profit organization in order to enjoy
certain taxation benefits. ' Like marrlage, this is not a matter
to be entered into lightly, and will, I'm sure, receive the serlous
attention it deserves from the new council.

This concludes my report to you. Our Association is in good
financial health, we have a vigorous programme of meetings and
publications under development, and a group of dedicated people

{ ]
N
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to administer it affairs. I am very grateful to you for
having given me the honour of serving as your president,
and I certainly thank most sincerely the members of the
executive, the council, and the committees for their
encouragement, support, and hard work during the past year.

I would like now to 1ntroduce to you the new executive.
officers of the Association for the coming year. Our
Treasurer will be Mr. F. N. Ward of the U. S. Geological

‘Survey, a member of the Association since its inception,

and well known for his contributions to analytical geochemistry.
The new Secretary will be Mr. E. V. Post, president of

Skyline Labs, Inc. of Wheat Ridge, Colorado. I'm sure the
Association will benefit greatly from Mr. Post's organizational
talents and business experience. .Dr. R. F. Horsnail, who has
served for the last three years on the executive, first as
treasurer and then as secretary, moves to the Vice Presidential
position vacated by Dr. Boyle. Our other Vice President is

Dr. C. F. Gleeson, another founding member of the Assoc1atlon
and its first treasurer.

I am very happy to hand over the Presidency to
Dr. R. W. Boyle, a man well known and respected the world over
for his contributions to our knowledge of the geochemistry

.of mineral deposits. .The Association is fortunate, indeed,

that Bob is prepared to devote hlS time and exten51ve experi-
ence to its affalrs. .

L kA

SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS

A number of scientific meetings of interest to members are
scheduled for the forseeable future. Some of these require
prompt action by members if they desire to present a paper
or participate in field trips. This is particularly true of
The Slxth International Geochemlcal Sympos1um

SIXTH INTERNATIONAL GEOCHEMICAL EXPLORATION SYMPOSIUM
1976

The Sixth International Geochemical Exploration Symposium
will be held in conjunction with the 25th International Geolo-
gical Congress in Sydney, Australia, 16-25 August, 1976. The
Sixth Symposium will last three full days, probably in the first
week of the Congress. All technical sessions of the Sixth
Symposium, which will form part of-Congress Section 10, are
being organized by the Association of Exploration Geochemists,
who will also be arranglng some separate social functions for

fmembers.

Because of the identification of the Symposium with the.
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International Geological Congress, attendance will be limited to
Congress registrants only. Thus, intending participants should
follow the registration procedures issued by the Congress Organizing
Committee, who are responsible for arranging accomodations, social
functions, other Technical Sessions, and a range of field excursions
throughout Australia. All A.E.G. members who wish to attend the
Symposium and the Congress should request a copy of the Second
Circular from the I.G.C. Secretary-General immediately (address
given below). to be airmailed to them as soon as possible. 1In
addition, members will be kept informed periodically about arrange-
ments for the Symposium via A.E.G. Newsletters.

REGISTRATION FEES

Full Congress Membership $Australian 60 *
Accompanying Member 30
Full-time student : ' 15

* Fee rises to $A 75 after February 29, 1976
TECHNICAL PROGRAMME

- Topics: Papers, in English, are invited covering all aspects
of exploration geochemistry, but preference will be given to those
referring to exploration for non-outcropping deposits in tropical,
arid and/or lateritised terrains. Contributions in the following
categories will be particularly welcome:--
1. Advances in geochemical exploration for:
massive sulfides, porphyry copper deposits, uranium,
and hydrocarbons _
2. Regional geochemical surveys for the selection of areas
of potential mineralization
3. Isotope geochemistry in mineral exploration
4. Primary dispersion as a guide to the localization
of mineralization ' ~ '
5. Evaluation of data processing techniques in Geochemical
exploration. ' '

In addition, there will be a workshop session, with invited speakers,
to discuss "The Determination of Threshold."

Procedures for Submission of Papers: Papers submitted for
presentation at the Symposium should follow the general procedures
adopted for the Congress, as follows:

Before October 1lst, 1975, intending contributors should submit a
descriptive sxnogéfs of the contents of the paper to be presented,
stating the fields to be covered, the treatment of the subject, the
studies on which it is based and its relevance to the preferred topics
of the Symposium. Material presented should be original, should contain
new facts, conclusions, or grounds for conclusions, should be of general
rather than local interest, and should not have been published pre-
viously. It would be helpful if contributors could list other pub-
lications (if any) by them with related subject matter. The papers to
be read at the Symposium will be selected on the basis of these descrip-
tions, which should therefore be as clear and accurate as possible.

///////



Newsletter No. 16 " Page 7

Authors of papers selected for publlcatlon will be then
asked to submit an extended abstract stating succinctly the
essential points of the paper. Such abstracts must be between
500 and 750 words in length and be submitted by 29 February
1976. Papers will not be programmed if abstracts are not
received by that date or are of incorrect length. Abstracts
will be printed before the Symposium and made avallable to all

Congress registrants.

During the Symposium, papers will be programmed on a strict
half-hourly schedule, with 20 minutes verbal presentation high-
llghtlng the main points of the paper and 10 minutes discus-
sion. Presentation must be by the author or co-authors.

Papers should be written and read in English; special arrange-
ments to assist speakers in this will be available if required.
Papers will be published in full in the usual Special Volume
of Proceedings and should be prepared in the format of the
Journal of Geochemical Exploration. Further instructions
regarding the verbal presentation, and the preparation and
submission of manuscripts will be sent to the selected con-
tributors as soon as possible after 1 October 1975,

ADDRESSES FOR INFORMATION

International Geological Congress: All enquiries about the
Congress, 1nclud1ng reglstration procedures, accomodation,
field excursions, social functions, and Congress technical
sessions should be directed to:--

. The Secretary-General

! 25th International Geologlcal Congress
P. O. Box 1892
Canberra City, A.C.T. 2601
Australia :

Sixth International Geochemical Exploration Symposium: All
enqulrles about the technical and other arrangements for this
symposium only should be sent to:--

Dr. C.R.M. Butt ,
Division of Mineralogy

| C.S.I.R.O.

| Private Bag, Post Office
| . Wembley, W. A. 6014
Australia

Intending contributors to the Symposium can send descriptive
synopses directly to Dr. C.R. M. Butt -- not to the I.G.C.
Secretary-General.































