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October 29th, 1971.

NEWSLETTER #4

Qur Association continugs to grow and expand internatinally
and significant progress has been made in several areas as
described in the accompanying committee reports. A total
of 35 new memgers have been formally accepted into the
Assbbiation,'lo of whom are from outside Ngrth Anmerica.

This brings the current total‘membership to 312, repre-
sénting 25 countries. In spife of this, we have as yet

no members from Japan, a country extremely active in
éxpléfatibn geocheﬁistry. 'As mentioned in the last
newslettér; the réﬁurn this year of Dr. Béus, who 1is now an
Association méﬁber, to his homeland will provide a base for
stimulating greater participation in the Asséciation by

In Japan, Professor Shiikawa has shown
keeﬁ interest in the coming Symposium and has been assistiﬁg_

Professor Bloom in gathering information for the Research

and Education Committee studies. Professor Shiikawa is‘

applying for membership in the Association and has asked
for application forms to distribute to his colleagues.

We hope the London Symposium in April will stimulate many

more geochemists, particularly from Europe, to join our

-Association.
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London Symposium - Plans for the meeting appear to be progressing very

favqurably. Four technical sessions are schedpled pius fiel& trips to
Ireland, Southwest England and Scotland, and a‘ladies program,.cocktail
party and benquet are planned. Over 50 synopses have been éubm;;teé f?om
many parts of the world for possible presentation covering a bréad range_“
of subjects. To date over 362 delegates have indicated that thgy‘expegt

te attend; accompanying'wives number 114. The éymposihm organiéers

report that the second c1rcular w1ll be dispatched in December outllning
:the program, fleld trips, etc.

Alr Charters to the Symposium are being otganiZed from ;hg Ugi;eq Stétés

(by J.H, McCarthy),‘Australia (by D. Sampey) énd Caﬁada (by M, Mehrtens)

If you are interested in JOlnlng a charter orlginating from any of chese
countries and have not already returned the April newsletter questionnaire,
please contact the above members ‘directly (see~mepbership ;ist for
addresses). A charter from Oakland and Denverlﬁas g}gegdy séén reserved
leaving for London on April lS'and return%pg fréﬁ Loﬂgpnvon April 3Q,
Return fare from Denver/is $249.00.  Investigations are continuing'into
flights originating from Australia and Caﬁada;, Progress ia the 1atte; has
been hampered by the uncertainties 1n trans~Atiant1c fares, but the
situation should soon be clarified and a coursevof action decided qpbh,

The Council meetlng, held earlier thls month, the thixd by this

Council since its 1ncept10n after the March annual meeting, was the best
attended and in my view, most productlve one to date. Nine Councillors
gathered in Toronto, travelllng from Washlngton, Denver, Vancouver Ottawa

and Kingston. Plans for compiling and printing an gpda;ed bibl;og:aphy



were finalized, major progress was made with regard to constitution
revision and the decision taken to enter into an agreement with Elseview

Publishing Co. for the publication of our own Journal of Exploration

' Geochemistry. Details of these developments are given in the respective

‘accompanying committee reports to which I would like to add a few personal

comments and refer to some views expressed during the Council meeting.

Bibliography - The Association is indeed fortunate that Dr. Hawkes, who,

“as I am sure you are all aware, was involved in compiling previous biblior

graphics on exploration geochemistry for the United States Geological Survey,

" and who prépared the bibliography handout distributed at the Toronto Symposium,

has ‘agreed tb aécept the responsibility of spearheading the arduous

atask of compiling and editing ahtupdated biblidgféphy for pdblication by

the Association. This bibliography will be printed with a hard-back

cover and distributed early next year, hopefully in time to enclose with

the Jénuary newsletter, to all Association memBérS‘at‘ndkcést. 1 wish

" to draw your attention to Dr. Hawke's requédt for suggestions and references

'for'Eﬁe“newhbibliography. Noﬁe that these shoulH'Bé‘sent‘diréétlykto

him7ah&’the cut-off ‘date 'is December 15. Your cooperation will be

appreciated in making this bibliography as complete as poééiblé:

The Constitution Committee under the able leadership of Dr. Coope,

‘Association founding president, has been extremely attiVe’in considering and

recommeﬁdihg‘Changésﬂ?n the constitution to make it a more workable
document. Main areas undéf‘studymgrg;' extending terpsbof-affiée qf
Councillors from one to two years tojpfbﬁidé évé;iéppiﬁg:cdhtihﬁity,”_
streamlining of admission procedures éﬁd~rea§éeésmenﬁhof;tﬁekéﬁfiré'

membership classification. On'éhé'méfﬁér“bf membership categories, there




has been considerable divergence of opinion varying from more restrictive

_ membership classification’to a verf general‘oneeclASs membership such as
SEG. After considerable discussion Council generally agreed that a

less restrictive approach‘be takenlin order to accommodate everyone
>interested or working in the field of exploration geochemistry. Accordingly,
Council recommended thgt the Member'and Associate Member categories be
combined into Member, based on tﬁe definition of the present Associate
Member and the present Associate Member cétégory be abolished. Council
was split on the category of Affiliate Member and requested the Committee
‘to carefully consider ;he pros and cons of retaining and redefining the
'Affiliate‘category’with,particular reference to field and laboratory
techhicians. |

On the subject of membegship i would like to make a few comments

’to clarify the Association's position or better still, lack thereof,

“on the matter of licensing. Licensiﬁg and "professionalism" Qas considered
and discussed during some of tﬁe early meetings leading up to the founding
of the Association; however, by the time the Association was officially
founded, the matter of 1icensingvhad‘been entirely dropped. Nevertheless,
some concern still exists in some geochemical circles in this somewhat
sensitive area and the rigid membership classification has been interpreted

"by,some as being related to iicensing‘Qualifications. As a result it is
reported that some geqphgmists afe hesitant in joining the Association
‘because they are neither interested nér concerned with licensing. In my
‘view licensing is a pgrsonal problem and has no place in -an international

‘scientific organization such as ouré. As far as the Association is

- concerned licensing is a dead issure, Unfortunately, it is difficult to



érase misconceptions and these are surviving to the detriment of the .-
Associations's growth. Let me assure ail:members»and,pfospectiveq’
members that there is no provision in the'éonstitution for iicensing nor. ..
are there any plans to do so.in the Association's,aétivities. To the:
contrary,. the currént constitution revision is moving iﬁ fhe«direction
to broaden rather than restrict membexshipvrequirements~which may help
dispel some of these erroneous notioms.

Pro?osed constitutional changes recomﬁended By the Committee and
approved binbuﬁcil will be given in detail in the January-newsletterﬁform

consideration prior to voting at t#e annual meeting.

The Publications Committee .Chairman, Dr. Cameron,xrepofted téc
Council his meetings with Elsevier and after ;ome discussién_Coﬁncil
unéﬁiﬁopsly agreed tﬁat we shoﬁld prééeed té finéiizé'tﬁe;agfeément ﬁropoSed
kby Elsevier for the publication of‘the Jourﬁalvof,Exploration Gedchemistry,i
Thé Association is indeed fortunate té have-reéeived,such a‘favoﬁrable
prdposal from Elsevierland Council felt théﬁ we.couid nét go wrong iﬁ
:éssociating ourselves with such a highly reputable scieﬁtificfﬁﬁbliéhing
hogég.k Although not yet officially appoiﬁted, Dr. Camefon has agfeéd SN
éo act as edifof in chief of the Jéurnal. vTargef date for puBlication
of the first Journal is next summer énd the deédline fbr éapergbfor*:
the first two volumes is this December. vConsiderﬁtion is beingniv
given,tq ﬁhe inclusion in the initial voluﬁe, éf the constitutionsl'
various gommuﬁications and newsietteré relating.to the founéinévof
the AsSociationland.its activities to provide under one.céver é
permanent historical récord. |

The response to the Case Histories questionnaire included in the




July newsletter was most disappointing - only 20 replies received,
Unfortunately the questionnaire was printed on the back of one of the
pages of the newsletter rather than enclosed as a separate form as
intended. On this assumption, the questionnaire in slightly revised
- form is again enclosed in this newsletter in the hope that more members
will respond. Now that plans for publishing our own Journal are being
 realized and deadlines for manuscripts fast approaching, it is important
that we have some idea of how many case history papers might be
available for publication next year. Therefore, I urge each :of you to
carefully consider case history examplés and return the enclosed
questionnaire to Ralph Erickson as soon as possible.

The Analysis Committee is preparing much needed bulk standards.

This is a very time consuming and costly endeavour and the Association is
indebted to Dr. Lakin and his colleagues for undertaking this task. Note

. tHat six standards are expected to be ready for mailing in January.

In closing I would again like to express my personal thanks to the
various committees for their fine efforts. Much work has been accomplished
dnd the Association is rapidly becoming a firmly established on going
international scientific organization

The next newsletter to be distributed in January will Be primarily-
concerned with the Symposium,proposed constitution revision and election
ballots for Council. The Annual meeting is scheduled to be held during
the‘London Symposium. Deadline for information to be included in this
newslecter is January 10.

A statement of dues owing for the year 1972 is included with this

newsletter.



In the meantime:

Merry Christmas -
Joyeux, Noel -
Feliz Navidad

Frohe Weihnachten

Happy New Year
BonnevAnﬁée
Feliz Ano Nuevo

Gluckliches Nevjahr

JOHN A. HANSULD.



COMMITTEE REPORTS

Analysis Committee - Chairman - Dr. H.W. Lakin.

We have received 135 completed questionnaires from a total of 25
countries. Dr. Norio Tono very kindly canvassed the laboratories in
Japan and obtained 15 answers. All of this material is coded and will
be put in a computer to obtain some answers on the number and typés'of
samples, and general methods in use.

We now have 4 samples of 1,000 lbs. each in Denver. Two additional
samples will be collected in November. Preparation of the samples will
get under way during October. Fortunately, we can get our samples
pulverized in a 1,000 1b. capacity ceramic ball mill at Coors Porcelain
works. This permits mixing the entire samples in a single grinding
.operation. ’ ‘ | o

After the samples are gound and bottled in 4 oz. containers, they
‘will be analyzed to obtain a statistical value on the variation within
and between bottles for each element of interest in each sample.

Hopefully we will be mailing 6 standard samples to each respondent

by January 1972.

Bibliography Committee - Chairman - Dr. H.E. Hawkes.

An updated bibliographic list and index of articleé on geochemical
prospecting is in the mill and should be ready for distribution before
the London symposium. This will cover the literature from January 1965 ; .
up to a cut-off date of mid-December., It will differ from the list ‘ {  }

distributed at the 1970 symposium in that:



(1) It will be bound with a square back, so that it will stand
upright on your bookshelf;

,;(2) It will include the Slavic—language literature;

(3) References to abstracts in the standard abstract journals
will be included with each citation where possible;

(4) References in the index will be to authors' names and dates
rather than to code numbers.

If you have suggestions for any cher.improvements, or particularly
if you have reprinte of your own publ;cations yoﬁ‘want,to be:sure get
included, send them to your Bibliography Committee Chairman, H.E. Hawkes,

6120 Santa'Valera, Tucson, Arizona 85718, U.S.A.

Constitﬁtion'Committee - Chairman - Dr.-J.A, Ceope.

The Constitqtion Committee has been, deeply invelved inrseverali:
» imporrant matters concerning the contents qf’the enrrent deeumenr, The
foilowing matters:recommended‘by the Committee have been anproved:
by Counc1l and a formal presentatlon is berng prepared for con31derat10n
by the Council and the next Annual General Neetlng | h

1.‘ In order to clarify the meanings of paragraph 6 and 36(b),v

‘changes in language will be prepared to make it clear that the Council. at  ®

all times shall consist of .10 elected Ordlnary Councillors. Ex-officio . -~
Ordlnary Counc1llors will be in addition. to, the 10 elected.: o

2. Paragraph 40 w1ll be re—worded to stlpulate that the term -
of each elected Ordinary . Councillor will be two years and that the term
of office of half of these elected Ordinary Councillors will terminate
in each successive year so that half the elected Ordlnary Councillors at.
any particular year in time will resign the following year, but may stand
for re-election, and the other half may re81gn in the second year,
but again these people will be eligible for re-election.

Subject to the approval of the Annual General Meeting the
five Ordinary Councillors receiving the highest number of votes of the .
Membership next year will be automatically elected for two years and the
next five candidates receiving a lesser number of votes will be required
to resign after one year.

3. Paragraph 37 will be amended to allow Vice- Pre51dents when
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elected to hold office for a period of two years unless at the discretion
of Council the encumbant Vice-President be elected to the position of
another officer of the Association before the expiry of his two year
period. ‘ ' '

4. Streamlining of the admissions procedure has been approved as
follows: : '

“(a) The printed referees report forms will be attaghed to the
application form and the applicant will take the responsibility
of distributing these forms to his sponsors.

(b) The application and referee forms will be returned to the
Secretary who will then transmit all material to the Chairman of
the Admissions Committee.

(c) The Chairman of the Admis$sions Committee will circulate the
applications and present his Committee's judgement to Council
at the next Council meeting.

(d) The Council will review the applications and if no comments or
objections are raised, Council will instruct the Secretary to
include the names of the applicants listed under the different
membership categories in the next newsletter or publication
of the Association. If no objections in writing are received
from the Membership during the 60 day period immediately after
the mailing of the newsletter or publication, the applicants
will be deemed elected.

5. Categories of Membership: The various categories of membership
included in the present constitution are being reviewed. Every consideration
i8¢ being given to opinions and comments received from members since the
launching of the Association. It is apparent that the Association, through
its membership definitions, can further the status of the exploration
geochemist and exploration geochemistry in certain countries by specifying
certain qualifications, whereas such specification is irrelevant in other
parts of the world. From the discussion at the recent Council Meeting,
it is confidently anticipated that revised membership categories can be
defined which will be acceptable to all and will further the objects and
purposes for which the Association of Exploration Geochemists is
constituted, e

Publications Committee -~ Chairman - Dr. E.M. Cameron.

Discussions have been held this year with five international
publiéhing houses regdrding the publishing of a journal of geochemical

exploration. 'Of'these, the Elsevier Publishing Co., Amsterdam, offered



i

the most;taVourable terms'and for the past several months‘neéotiation has
been confihed to this company. In the latter part of July the.chairman
met with a semior representative of Elsevier in Moscom_to resolve‘a .
number of.. important p01ntsV1n a draft agreement. While these negotiations
have beeo-g01ng on, con51deratlon was glven to the feasibility of the
Assoc1at1on pabllshlng the journal 1ndepemdently..'Thls included |
enquiries?as to possiole sources of funds to provide the initial capital
‘required.forbiadependent publication. | |
vByuqetober, sufficient progress had beenlmade to present the various
optionsltgfcouncii for decision. At the meeting‘on QOctober 4th,ypouncil
agreed to accept the offer of Elsev1er »Arrangements have‘been made‘

to proceed w1th publlcatlon 1mmedlate1y, with the first iséue due to

be malled to members during July of next year. At’the time of writing,

‘only one’ p01nt remains to be. resolved before signing an agreement

between Elsev1er and the Association. The 1n1t1a1 term of thlS agreement

will be fOr four years.

As Was 1nd1cated in the July newsletter, artlcles for the f1rst

issue of the;journal should be submitted to a member of the committee by

the end qf-this year. Authorshlp is, of course, not restrlcted to

members oftthe Association. As well as publlshlng the results of origlnal
studies and a limited number of case histories, the journal will publlsh
review articles, letters, and news of the Association. The Publications

Committeefwill form the nucleus of the Editorial Board which will be

expanded: to give wider representation of fields of interest and broader

geographic distribution. The format of the journal will be similar to that

of Chemicdl Geology. Initially, authors should follow the guidelines
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to preparation of papers described on pages 65-72 of Chemical Geology,
 volume 7. |

Since the meeting of Council, the chairman has discussed with the
presidént, John Hansuld, and with a representative of Elsevier the
distribution of the journal. For 1972, it has been agreed that two
issues wili be published and distributed to all members at no additiomal
cost to them. In 1973, a full four issue volume will be published. The
" cost to the Association, including postage, of each subscription to this
volume will be U.S. $16.25 , at a subscription volume (to Association
members) of 401. There is a graduated reduction in this cost as the
subscription volume to Association members increases. Should the
journal prove to be successful in the years ahead, the agreement between
the Assoéiation and Elsevier provides for a proportion of the sales
receipts to be given to the Association when the total sales volume exceeds

an agreed number.

Research and Education Committee - Chairman -~ Prof. H. Bloom.

This committee has been reéeiving‘the last of the replies from
Canada, United States and Australia. New material is on hand and being
compiled for Europe, inciuding Fennoscandian countries.

More recently a survey in Japan was conducted on behalf of the

committee by Professor M. Shiikawa of Akita University.















