Australian involvement in the Association of Exploration
Geochemists received considerable impetus when the 6th IGES was
held in Sydney during the 25th IGC in September 1976. Prior to
this, some Australians had been early members of the fledgling
Association and attended earlier symposia. The Australian member-
ship has continued to grow with current membership of approx-
imately 150, the highest national membership outside USA and
Canada.

Geochemical exploration techniques are particularly suited to the
Australian environment where deep (commonly 80-100m) weather-
ing, transported overburden and highly conductive groundwater
limit the application of geophysical techniques. In the past, many of
the major exploration companies employed professional geochemists
to conduct stream sediment, soil, weathered bedrock, lateritic
pisolite and gossan geochemical surveys and interpret any
anomalies. Some very prospective areas were delineated and a
number of economic deposits discovered. Little emphasis was placed
upon geochemical mapping by the national or state government in-
strumentalities. Unfortunately this is still the case. The companies
are still reliant upon their own endeavours.
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Laterite profile developed on Archaean Yilgarn Block, Western Australia exemplifies deep weathering over much of Australia.






