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Australian involvement in the Association of Exploration
Geochemists received considerable impetus when the 6th IGES was
held in Sydney during the 25th IGC in September 1976. Prior to
this, some Australians had been early members of the fledgling
Association and attended earlier symposia. The Australian member-
ship has continued to grow with current membership of approx-
imately 150, the highest national membership outside USA and
Canada.

Geochemical exploration techniques are particularly suited to the
Australian environment where deep (commonly 80-100m) weather-
ing, transported overburden and highly conductive groundwater
limit the application of geophysical techniques. In the past, many of
the major exploration companies employed professional geochemists
to conduct stream sediment, soil, weathered bedrock, lateritic
pisolite and gossan geochemical surveys and interpret any
anomalies. Some very prospective areas were delineated and a
number of economic deposits discovered. Little emphasis was placed
upon geochemicai mapping by the national or state government in-
strumentalities. Unfortunately this is still the case. The companies
are still reliant upon their own endeavours.
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Scope This Newsletter endeavors to become a forum for recent ad-
vances in exploration geochemistry and a key informational source.
In addition to contributions on exploration geochemistry, we en-
courage material on multidisciplinary applications, environmental
geochemistry, and analytical technology. Of particular interest are
extended abstracts on new concepts for guides to ore, model im-
provements, exploration tools, unconventional case histories, and
descriptions of recently discovered or developed deposits.

Format Manuscripts should be double-spaced and include camera-
ready illustrations where possible. Meeting reports may have
photographs, for example. Text is preferred on paper andSVi- or
3VHnch IBM-compatible computer diskettes with ASCII (DOS) for-
mat that can go directly to typesetting. Please use the metric system
in technical material.

Length Extended abstracts may be up to approximately 1000 words
or two newsletter pages including figures and tables.

Quality Submittals are copy-edited as necessary without re-
examination by authors, who are asked to assure smooth writing
style and accuracy of statement by thorough peer review. Contribu-
tions may be edited for clarity or space.

All contributions should be submitted to:
EXPLORE
c/o USGS
MS973, Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225
USA

Information for Advertisers
EXPLORE is the newsletter of the Association of Exploration
Geochemists (AEG). Distribution is quarterly to the membership
consisting of 1100 geologists, geophysicists, and geochemists. Addi-
tionally, 100 copies are sent to geoscience libraries, 1500 are mailed
to selected addresses from the rosters of other geoscience organiza-
tions, and 1000 are distributed at key geoscience symposia.
Approximately 20% of each issue is sent overseas to every
continent.

EXPLORE is the most widely read newsletter in the world pertain-
ing to exploration geochemistry. Geochemical laboratories, drilling,
survey and sample collection, specialty geochemical services, con-
sultants, environmental, field supply, and computer and geoscience
data services are just a few of the areas available for advertisers. In-
ternational as well as North American vendors will find markets
through EXPLORE.

The EXPLORE newsletter is produced on a volunteer basis by the
AEG membership and is a non-profit newsletter. The advertising
rates are the lowest feasible with a break-even objective. Color is
charged on a cost plus 10% basis. A discount of 20% is given to
advertisers for an annual commitment (four issues). All advertising
must be camera-ready PMT or negative. Business card advertising is
available for consultants only*. Color separation and typesetting
services are available through our publisher. Network Graphics, Inc.

Newsletter No. 74 JANUARY 1992

Fu!l page
Half page

Third page

Quarter page

Eighth page
Business Card*

S. Clark Smilh

254h x 178w mm
254h x 86w mm
124h x 178w mm
254h x 58w mm
178h x 86w mm
124h x 86w mm
254h x 41 w mm
60h x 86w mm
51h x 86w mm

(lOh x 7w in)
(lOh x 3-3/8w in)
(4-7/Sh x 7w in)
lOh x 2'Avt in)
(7h x 3-3/8w in)
(4-7/8h x 3-3/8w in)
(lOh x l-5/8w in)
(2-3/8h x 3-3/8w in)
(2h x 3-3/Sw in)

PJease direct advertising inquiries to:

OI J-

US $ 800
US $ 440
US $ 440
US $ 340
US S 340
US S 240
US S 240
US $ ISO

US$60

Stevens Zuker
MINERALS EXPLORATION GEOCHEMISTRY WESTMONT GOLD INC.
PO BOX 18325
RENO, NV, 89511
USA
TEL: (702) 849-2235
FAX: (702) 849-2335

390 UNION BLVD.
SUITE 580

LAKEWOOD, CO, 80228

TEL:
FAX:

USA
(303) 988-9677
(303) 988-9689

Editor: Owen P. Lavin (303) 837-5820

Associate Editors: Sherman P. Marsh (303) 236-5521

J. Stevens Zuker (303) 988-9677

Business Manager: S. Clark Smith (702) 849-2235

Assistant Editors: Stephen B. Castor (702) 784-6691
L. Graham Closs (303) 273-3856

Steve Cone (303) 232-8371
Gwendy E. M. Hall (613) 992-6425

Lloyd D. James (303) 741-5199
Paul J. Lechler (702) 784-6691

Anne M. Leibold (303) 295-1101
Richard Meeuwig (702) 784-6691

Frederick P. Schwarz (702) 826-3000

Frederic R. Siege! (202) 994-6194

Pearl Harbor File: Stanley J. Hoffman (604) 684-0069
FAX (303) 236-3200, ATTN: Sherman Marsh, USGS

EXPLORE is a trademark of the Association of Exploration Geochemists.
EXPLORE is typeset by Network Graphics, Inc., Denver, CO (303) 433-1616.

gHHQE i
!
f
!I 1

1111

/ '.

It gives me great pleasure to introduce this special
issue of EXPLORE devoted to exploration
geochemistry in Australia. There are enormous dif-
ferences between the theory and practise of explora-
tion geochemistry in Australia and theory and prac-
tices in the northern parts of Europe and North
America. While the Australians typically face the
complexities of 200 million years of postglacial
regolith evolution under a variety of warm-wet to
warm-dry climatic regimes, many of us working in
the Northern Hemisphere face the very different
complexities brought about by recent glaciation.

Nevertheless, there is a common message insofar as these very different ex-
tremes, and the exploration challenges they present, continually remind
geochemists of the practical importance of landscape evolution and geomor-
phology. More specifically, Australian geochemists have made major con-
tributions to our understanding of laterite geochemistry, gossan recognition
and many related fields. It is interesting to speculate along what lines our
geochemical laboratories might have evolved without the seminal work on
atomic absorption by A. Walsh at CS1RO in the 1950s.

It is also appropriate to thank the Australian membership for its past, pre-
sent and future participation in the activities of the AEG. Apart from their
contribution of the steady flow of high quality scientific papers to the Jour-
nal of Geochemical Exploration, their involvement has included preparation
of several special issues of the Journal and organization of the International
Geochemical Exploration Symposium held in Sydney in 1976. Graham
Tayior, as second Vice-President of the AEG and a former Regional Coun-
cillor for Australia, is working hard to make the activities and involvement
of the AEG more international. This issue of EXPLORE is one step in that
direction. Also, our new regional councillor in West Australia is Russell Birrell
- welcome to Russ. For the future, Australia is preparing to host the 17th In-
ternational Geochemical Exploration Symposium, to be held in Townsville
in 1995.

Finally, on a more personal note, I wish to take this opportunity to thank
everyone in Australia who made my tour as the AEG 1990 Distinguished Lec-
turer so memorable. I look forward to seeing you all again (and perhaps taking
up some of the discussions where we left off) in Townsviile in 1995.

W.K. Fletcher
Department of Geological Sciences
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, BC V6T1Z4
Canada
TEL: 604-822-2392
FAX: 604-822-6088


