The 17th IGES in Townsville is a
conference which will be fondly and
vividly remembered by those 500 or so
of us lucky enough to attend. I stopped
counting the number of times ] heard
"best IGES ever" coming from the
mouths of seasoned veterans. The
reasons are numerous: the excellence of
the oral and poster presentations; the
professionalism evident in the field-trips
and the locations themselves; the variety
of short course topics; the opportunities
provided to mingle with one another (and with the fish at
the Great Barrier Reef!); the smooth functioning site itself {the
beautiful Sheraton Breakwater); and those smiling helpful
faces of the James Cook EGRU organising committee
manning the operations desk. It all ran so well, thanks to the
energy, capability and hard work of the committee headed
by Mark Elliott, ably assisted by Jim McGregor-Dawson,
Marian and Russell Myers, Kaylene Camuti, Kevin Blake and
a host of others.

Themes included: Supergene Deposits, the Australian
Regolith, Lithogeochemistry, Primary Dispersion Haloes,
Geochronology, New Techniques, Data Processing, Applied
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By Graham F. Taylor

Past-President Taylor gives AEG Gold Medals to Charles Bu#t
{center) and Ray Smith (left)

The 25th Anniversary Dinner held in conjunction with
17th IGES was an appropriate occasion for the presentation
of the Association’s medals to three long-standing members,

Defying normal protocol, the co-recipients of the Gold
Medal, Dr Charles Butt and Dr Ray Smith of the CSIRO
Division of Exploration and Mining, were presented with
their medals by Past President Graham Taylor. This
inaugural award of the Gold Medal to Charles and Ray
recognised their outstanding scientific achievement in the
development of geochemical exploration techniques for
locating mineral deposits in highly weathered and lateritic
terrains. Measures of their success are the discovery of
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words or two newsletter pages including figures and tables.
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Sherman Marsh and Tom Nash

This issue is full of news from the 17th IGES Meeting in
Townsville: a'recap for those fortunate to be present (but
asleep on the beach?) and a chance for others to catch up
with the many exciting developments. From the formal and
informal communications from Down Under it is clear that
exploration geochemistry is rising to new levels of
sophistication, and also is in high demand in many parts of
the world. To paraphrase from Alan Coope’s keynote
address: let us keep the pace, interact, communicate, and
challenge conventional wisdom.

Communication is a cornerstone of the AEG, and the
benefits of that process were evident at Townsville. Qur
Australian colleagues took the lead in sharing their
experience and new methods. Their open style and
hospitality is a reminder that we all need to do our part if
the profession is to prosper and progress. As Editors we
challenge you to use EXPLORE as a medium to express your
technical and professional views and information. Only a
small fraction of the AEG contributes letters and technical
reports. We will welcome your communications, however
brief or simple they may seem to you.

The Special Award to Owen Lavin was clearly deserved
for his diligence and creativity over the past five years as
sole Editor of EXPLORE. Owen is incredibly busy with the
work he must do for Newmont Exploration. So it is time to
wish him well and turn over the editorial chores to Sherm
and Tom. From now until they turn the lights off at the
Federal Center, please send your communications to us. Not
coincidentally, we work together on a daily basis, have
offices a few doors apart, and easily share paper or electronic
mail. Our addresses are elsewhere on this page and we
hope that you will use them frequently in the coming
months.

Contributor's deadlines for the next four issues of EXPLORE
are as follows:

Issue  Publication date Contributor’s deadline

89 Qctober 1995 August 31, 1995

90 January 1996 November 30, 1995
91 April 1996 February 28, 1996
92 July 1996 May 31, 1996
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Geochemistry and Environmental Geochemistry. Many of us
appreciated the single session approach, not having to run
between concurrent sessions hoping that the talks were on
schedule. Long ter-breaks in the vicinity of the posters and
exhibits under Marquees on the lawn worked well to
encourage interaction of presenters with the delegates. The
posters were left in position throughout the conference, again
a nice change to the frostration I usually encounter in
missing the short time window often allotted to posters.
Those lavish lunches, also under Marquees, will be
remembered too {perhaps with a tinge of guilt?) -most people
are to be congratulated for forcing themselves to leave that
idyllic surrounding to catch the first afternoon talk!

The Annual General Meeting on Monday evening was
........ interesting. Graham Taylor initiated a lively debate on
the AEG’s future directions into environmental geochemistry.
We heard very diverse opinions from members, for and
against. Consensus was certainly not evident! Personally, I do
not feel that expansion into the environmental geochemistry
field will have a negative impact on our exploration
publications or activities. The journal has always been open
to accepting pertinent papers in this field - look back at Eion
Cameron’s Foreward in the first issue in 1972. He said then
"There may be occasional papers which reflect the close
relationship between the work of exploration geochemists
and those who study the chemistry of man’s environment".
This past year some of us in Applied Geochemistry at the
Geological Survey of Canada have become familiar with the
reports which form the basis for multi-lateral decisions
leading to legislation and joint protocols on metals in the
environment. It is clear that we, the geochemistry
community, should and must be involved in the process
leading to these decisions which will undoubtedly affect the
mining industry. That is not the situation currently. More on
this in another issue.

The AEG 25th anniversary moonlight dinner on Tuesday
night was well attended and formed the venue for
presentation of awards - the Past Presidents” Medal to the
first ARG President, J. Alan Coope; the Gold Medal to
Charles Butt and Ray Smith; the student prize to Trevor
Boyd (in absentia); and a special prize to Owen Lavin, Editor
of EXPLORE. Alan Coope, founding member of the AEG,
presented us with a history of the Association from its
inception in 1970 to the present, recalling those who have put
so much effort into making the AEG a strong and interactive
community of well over 1000 geoscientists. Thank-you, Alan.
The expedition to the Great Barrier Reef on Wed., ‘break
day’, was absolutely spectacular, even through the after-
effects of the substantial amount of wine consumed the
previous night. After swimming around in that amazingly
colourful, vibrant and fascinating world of the Reef, | have
found it impossible to eat fish since!

It was exhilarating to see the amount and depth of
exploration geochemical research being carried out in
Australia - it proved to be an excellent milieu for celebrating
our 25th anniversary. The 18th IGES will be held in
Jerusalem in 1997, Ron Bogoch, a member of the Israeli
committee, attended the Townsville meeting to fearn more

of the Association and to glean advice on running such a
meeting. Good luck, Ron, and Thanks again to the EGRU
Organising Committee for a job superbly done!
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Medals
Continued from Page 1

several gold deposits in Western Australia, the granting of
A$16 million for the continuation of their research, the many
excellent papers at 17 IGES by members of their teams and a
highly successful field trip to their study areas in Western
Aunstralia (see Excursion 3: Regolith Exploration
Geochemistry, Yilgarn Craton, Western Australia on Page 15
of this issue of EXPLORE for details).

In addition to receiving the Gold Medals, Charles and
Ray were chosen to be the AEG Distinguished Lecturers for
1995-97. An itinerary will be published in later issues of
EXPLORE.

The Past President’s Silver Medal was presented by
President Gwendy Hall to J.Alan Cocope for his dedicated
service fo.the Association. It was most fitting that Alan, a
founder of the Association, ifs first President, and an
architect of the present strong and influential position that
the Association holds, was present at these 25th anniversary
celebrations with his wife Carol. Following the presentation,
Alan gave the 300+ dinner guests a guided tour of the
Association and his thoughts on its future.
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