Presidents Report, Association of Applied Geochemists, 2008

It is now just 12 months until the 24th International Applied Geochemistry Symposium in Fredericton, New Brunswick (Canada). We are looking forward to a good turnout of members and students. Some sessions at the symposium are being arranged by the International Association of GeoChemistry, which will hopefully boost attendance at the IAGS and provide some opportunity for the pure and applied sides of the geochemical coin to broaden each other’s horizons. We hope that the move will also assist AAG in fulflling the Association’s aim of expanding its formal interests into areas of environmental chemistry linked to mining activities and beyond.  This initiative may lead to further opportunities for the various scientific societies within our somewhat fragmented geochemical world (as indicated by the substantial list of organisations that sponsor Elements) to cooperate.

 It also raises the question “what is the optimum size and scope for a scientifc society?” There is, of course, no single correct model and the answer depends on the purpose and the intended geographical boundaries of a society. Some of the smaller societies draw on membership from a small area, others may be international in membership but focus on a very small discipline area. Some of the larger societies act as an umbrella under which smaller disciplinary groups exist. Increasing the size of a society by various methods, including more effective outreach and inducements to join or strategic mergers, can provide a number of advantages including the fnancial strength to better support central offce facilities, transfer of some operational functions from volunteer members to paid staff, and a better fow of good quality manuscripts to journals. Disadvantages may include loss of focus for the society and reduced connection between members. Such issues will, no doubt, be the subject of debate over a few libations at Fredericton.

 Revisions to the structure and registration of the Distinguished Applied Geochemists Fund, to ensure it will have charitable status for the purpose of tax deductibility of donations, is in the hands of Revenue Canada. Once we clear this hurdle, AAG will be renewing efforts to obtain further contributions from various sources to assist with initiatives to promote applied geochemistry, and especially to encourage and support more students to take up the discipline. The fund is chaired by Gerry Govett.

 The deadline for submission of nominations for the next SGS Minerals Services 2008 AAG Student Paper Competition is the end of 2008. Readers of GEEA, members of AAG and especially supervisors, are invited to submit nominations. There are no forms to complete – just send me a note outlining the reasons why you thought the paper was of high quality/impact. The only proviso is that the paper must have been published (or been accepted for publication) in the last three years by GEEA.

On the education front, the AAG has sponsored a number of very successful workshops on various aspects of exploration geochemistry at conferences over the last year. AAG members are also involved in delivery of short courses and workshops within industry. With few universities able to offer applied geochemical courses that provide students a broad introduction to the application of geochemistry to mineral exploration, AAG will have a growing mandate and opportunity to fll the void and expand its offerings to industry and possibly universities. I should, however, relate the very encouraging trend in geology (and geochemistry) enrolments at my own institution over the last year – 26 are taking the third year geochemistry course (a 25-year record).
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