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Stan Hoffman
This newsletter marks the debut of our Reno publication venue.
Our newsletter represents one of the more visible benefits of
membership in the association. It is the location where
announcements are made and calls for papers are issued for
future symposia — but it is more than that, it is a forum where
you, the membership, can be heard.
The association is a non-profit organization whose existence
depends entirely on volunteer efforts. Those contributing to the
advancement of exploration or applied geochemistry do so as a
public service, to help fellow workers better apply geochemical
technology.
All readers should consider contributing perhaps 15 minutes
or so each time our newsletter arrives with some thought to
sharing a case history or piece of newsworthy information
which might be of interest to others. This investment in time, if
practiced by a large proportion of our membership, will yield
dividends I am sure will better focus your own exploration
efforts.
For example, in this newsletter is a request for information
regarding laboratories, consultants and contractors. The
Association is planning to commence regular publication of a
manual which lists laboratories and contractors servicing the
exploration industry, computer firms catering to our needs, and
consultants. The idea is to compliment publication of our
membership list and bylaws and perhaps an annual
bibliography. Please help Lynda Bloom and your local
contractors by completing the form on page 13 of this
newsletter to assist her compilation.
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Staff:

Project Geochemist
P.F. Matysek
2 Contract Geochemists
J. Gravel, S.J. Day
'Budget: $625,000' "
Distribution of Funds:
Amount
Percentage
Regional Geochemical
Sediment Surveys:
$450,000
$72%
Research and
Development
$175,000
28%
Formed in 1986, the
Geochemistry Section of the
Geological Survey is
committed to a spectrum of
programs designed to aid,
stimulate and promote the
growth of the exploration and
mining industry in British
Columbia. To ensure the
effectiveness of the Branch's
geochemical efforts the
Industry Geochemical
Advisory Committee has
been assembled to make
contributions from industry
and the University of British
Columbia for the conception
and formulation of the •
branch's geochemical
programs. The committee
meets with the Branch at
least twice a year to
comment on proposed
geochemical projects, review
results and to provide
feedback on the effectiveness
of the programs.

Regional Geochemical
Survey Program
The Geological survey
Branch b^s been involved in
regional geochemical
sediment surveys since 1976.
The accumulated database
represents multi-element
determinations and field
observations of
reconnaissance stream
sediment and water sampling
in twenty-eight 1:250 000
National Topographic System
quadrangles (Figure 1).

The objectives of this
program are threefold:
1. To provide industry with
high-quality reconnaissance
exploration data to aid ki the
search for precious and base
metals;
2. To provide a consistent
national database for 19
elements to serve as a basis
for resource appraisal; '
3. To provide a '•
comprehensive data: set that
will defineate the regional
geochemical patterns
throughout the province and
be used as baseline
information for more detailed
studies.
In 1987, the British
Columbia Geological Survey
and the Geological Survey of
Canada pooled their
resources to systematically
sample and analyze stream
sediments and waters from a
39,000 km2 area in
northwestern British
Columbia. This year's survey
resulted in the collection of
over 2900 samples, at a
sample density of one
sample per 13 km2 from a
predominantly mountainous
region modified by
glaciation.
Sediment samples were
field dried and the - 8 0
mesh (.177 microns) fraction
will be analyzed for Au, Zn,
Cu, Pb, Ni, Co.Ag, Mn, Fe,
continued on page 2
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continued
The Proceedings of the
Ilth International Geochemical Exploration
Symposium held in Toronto
during the Spring of 1985
have been mailed to
members as volumes 28 and
29 of The Journal at
Geochemical Exploration. We
owe Bob Garrett a great deal
of gratitude for this
monumental finale to an
excellent meeting which he
organized with Bill Coker.
Collectively the two
volumes constitute more
than 950 pages. If you
haven't received them, check
that your dues were paid for
1987 and write Ines S.
Filicetti at P.O. Box 523
(Metropolitan Toronto),
Rexdale, Ontario, M9W 5L4,
Canada.
Prepublication orders for the
Geo Expo/86 Proceedings
have been sent out. Those

who wish to order a copy
may use the form on page 19
of this newsletter. If you did
not receive your volume,
please correspond with the
Vancouver address on this
form as opposed to the
Rexdale office.
As our advertisers are
important to the innovations
of EXPLORE; please mention
seeing their special effort on
our behalf when you talk or
correspond with them.
We would like to make
The Analysts Couch and
Technical Notes are regular
columns. Please don't be shy
about submitting your
contributions. Notes for the
Analysts Couch will concern
the interrelation between the
geologist and the laboratory.
We would also like to start
a new section called The
Pearl Harbor File at the
suggestion of Stan Hoffman.
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It would document pitfalls
and failures in geochemical
exploration. Usually we only
want to publish our
successes, but much can be
learned from mistakes, too.
Please type your
submittals double-spaced
and send illustrations where
possible. Meeting reports
may have photographs, for
example. Text is actually
preferred on paper and 5 lA
inch IBM-compatible
computer diskettes which
can go directly to typesetting.
(Please indicate the word
processor format or ASCII.)
Copy deadlines are
December 15, March 15,
June 15, and September 15.
Line drawings and photos
with a legend are needed
for fillers.
Don't forget to pull out
page 17-18 which is your
membership dues notice,
and put it with your bills to
be paid!
.
, ,
K
Chet Nichols
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information on Association
members is received from
around the world. To keep
others informed of items
such as moves and
promotions, send a notice,
preferably with photo, to
EXPLORE.
Peter Bradshaw and Ian
Thomson, both past
Presidents of the AEG, wish to
advise members that they
have recently joined a newly
formed exploration group
based in Vancouver, Canada.
Their new address is:
Pan Orvana Resources, Inc.
701 -1177 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6E2K3
Telephone: (604) 6824929
Dr. Eric L. Hoffman
informs the members that he
has established a new
commercial neutron
activation laboratory in
conjunction with Technical
Service Laboratories. The
new company, Activation
Laboratories Ltd., is located
at 383 Elgin Stret, Units #2 &
8, P.O. Box 1420, Brantford,
Ontario, Canada, N3T 5T6.
(519) 758-0310.

Mo, W, U, As, Sb, Cd, V, Ba
and LOI. Fluoride, uranium
and pH will be determined
for stream waters. High
quality analytical results are
ensured by using specific
and sensitive determination
techniques and by
monitoring of analytical
variation by duplicates and
standards.
The sampled area is under
active exploration by a large
number of companies, and it
is anticipated that several
new mines will be brought
into production in the next
few years.
Survey results will be
released in midsummer 1988.
A data packet consisting of a
sample location map,
detailed listings, statistical
summaries and maps for
individual elements showing
range symbols and values on
a geological and
topographical base will be
available for purchase.
To aid a more thorough
and refined assessment of
the Regional Geochemical
Survey Program data by the
exploration community,
survey results will also be
available on IBM-compatible
floppy diskettes. Data from
previous surveys are already
available in this convenient
computer-accessible format.
Orientation S t u d y Vancouver Island
In preparation for the 1988
Regional Geochemical
Survey covering 20,000
square kilometers of
northern Vancouver Island,
an orientation study was
conducted which included
the collection of 320
sediment samples from 30
streams in the region. The
streams sampled drain a
variety of mineral
occurrences including
Fe-(Au-Cu-Ag) skarns, Pb-ZnAg skarns, Au-Ag-Pb-Zn
mesothermal veins, Au-Ag
epitermal veins and CuMo-(Au) stockworks and
porphyries. Areas where no
mineral occurrences are
known were included to
indicate geochemical
background.
Five types of samples were
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collected from each stream
sampling station:
1. Bulk sediment (10 kg
minus 1 mm) sieved in the
field from coarse gravelly
sediment; for determination
of heavy minerals (Au, W,
rare earths, etc.) from three
size fractions (--60 + 100,
-100 + 200, - 2 0 0 mesh)
separated by heavy liquid.
2. Bulk sediment (10 kg
minus lmm) field-sieved
from sandy sediments for
comparison with sample (1).
3. Fine sand (2 kg) for multielement analysis of the - 80
mesh fraction.
4. Bulk fine sediment (10 kg)
for multi-element analysis of
the three size fractions
mentioned above.
5. Moss mat sample (1 to 2
kg) processed to release
entrapped sediment. The
- 80 mesh fraction of the
sediment will be analyzed in
the same fashion as samples
(3) and (4). This sample type
is being tested as a substitute
for sampling fine sediments
which are often difficult to
find in the steeper mountain
streams.
In addition, sample types
(3), (4) and (5) were
collected at up to 12 stations
at 500 m intervals along
streams draining
mineralization to determine

N

dispersion characteristics
and the availability of stream
sediments and mosses.
Platinum in Stream
Sediments and Soils—
South Central B.C.
Despite rapidly increasing
interest in exploration for
platinum deposits, guidelines
are not available to optimize
geochemical methods. Little
is known about the
distribution and behaviour of
platinum and associated
elements in stream
sediments, glacial tills and
soils and recommendations
on sampling and analysis
have to be speculative.
A co-operative study
involving the Branch, the
University of British
Columbia and industry is
investigating the subject.
Streams and soils profiles
were sampled over four
geologically distinct platinum
occurrences, Alaska-type,
alpine-type, alkalic-hosted
and skarn-hosted in centra!
British Columbia.
Distribution of Pt-group
metals in different soil
horizons and size and
density fractions of
anomalous and background
soils and sediments is a
main focus of this study.
Within-site variability and
downstream dispersion

A study has been
implemented to compare the
reliability of conventional
stream sediment and heavy
mineral sampling for various
sizes of gold particles.
Replicate sediment samples
were collected downstream
from known anomalous and
background drainages to
estimate within-site
variability, and hence the
probability of obtaining a
geochemical value
indicative of a true anomaly,
a false (nonsignificant)

REGIONAL
GEOCHEMICAL
SURVEYS

p

0

characteristics of Pt-group
metals in sediments and
physical and chemical
speciation of platinum
minerals in selected samples
is also being examined.
Gold in Stream
Sediments—Central
British Columbia
Gold content of stream
sediment is seriously affected
by the low number of gold
grains in stream sediments,
causing high random
sampling errors as a result of
selective hydraulic sorting.
Recent studies have shown
that errors caused by particle
scarcity and selective sorting
of heavy minerals decrease
with decreasing grain size
and that sampling for finer
grain sizes is therefore
advisable.

anomaly, a false background
(missed anomaly), and a true
background.
Other Studies
The Geological Survey
Branch has also funded a
number of geochemical
studies in the Department of
Geological Sciences at the
University of British
Columbia. These include
wallrock alteration at the
Erickson gold mine, an
analysis of the effects of
seasonal variation on the
gold content of an
anomalous stream and a
number of specific mineral
deposit studies.
Results of these
geochemical programs as
well as other field and
research projects undertaken
by Branch staff are presented
in Vancouver annually at
British Columbia's premier
earth science forum, the
Cordilleran Round-up. The
proceedings are published in
the Geological Fieldwork
volume. The next meeting
will be held February 2-5,
1988.
Further information can be
obtained by contacting:
Paul Matysek
Project Geochemist
Geological Survey Branch
British Columbia Ministry
of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources
300-756 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C., V8V1X4
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Geochemical Atlas
of the World
When 1 received notice
earlier this year of the
proposal for a Geochemical
Atlas of the World, I
immediately wrote to AEG
Council. My views, in
summary, were that it was a
wonderfully exciting concept
and a practical impossibility.
The latter comment arose
from personal knowledge of
the difficulties of obtaining
global cooperation on
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benefits are so great that all
geochemists and relevant
organizations should do their
utmost to overcome the
problems.

continued
enthusiasm for even a State
Atlas in Australia, and a fairly
good appreciation of the
costs involved.
I have just returned from
another month with the
Geologocial Survey of
Finland. I have again been
exposed to the results of the
work of their Geochemistry
Department on the
Geochemical Atlas of
Finland. This Atlas (which
will be published later this
year) is based on till samples
at a density of one sample
per 300 km 2 and the data are
presented in a singularly
useful fashion. The results
are astounding and even the
limited geological
interpretations yet done are
quite startling.
To be brief, and without
expounding ali the
theoretical reasons why such
an approach works, and
without explaining the range
of practical benefits, I now
wish to fully support the
concept of a World
Geochemical Atlas. The
practical difficulties are no
less formidable than they
were a few months ago, but I
believe that the potential

The prospect of extremely
low density sampling over
large enough areas to reveal
mega-geological features of
fundamental importance to
control of the distribution of
mineralization is the most
exciting development in
exploration geochemistry
since the early experiments
more than 30 years ago. It
may even be enough to
dispel the moribund state of
the profession alluded to by
Glen Allcott! (Newsletter No.
59).
Incidentally, I had similar
gloomy thoughts on the
membership and future of
the Association at the end of
my Presidency 10 years ago-but it has grown and
prospered magnificently
since then. (I don't think
membership fee has
increased since then)!
Yours faithfully,
G. J. S. Govett,
University of
New South Wales
The Analyst's Couch
In a reply to a letter to the
editor by Peter D. Tillman
(Newsletter, No. 59), L.
Kothny elaborated on the
reproducibility of gold and
PGM analyses, stressing the

interference of common
matrix elements whenever
some sort of a spectrum is
used in the final
determination. While there is
no doubt that these
interferences do exist, they
can usually be eliminated by
relatively simple chemical
steps (an example is the
stripping of Fe from the MIBK
extract in gold analysis by
AAS).
However, I think a much
more serious problem, in fact
the problem, in this type of
analysis has not been
mentioned at all by L.
Kothny: the notorious
inhomogenity of samples
which is typical for all
minerals occurring, for
various reasons, as discrete
and stable grains in the
geochemical environment
(Sn, W Nb, Li, Be etc.
besides Au, PGM).
Obviously this problem of
grain effects, resulting in
poor analytical
reproducibility, cannot be
overcome by chemical
procedures but rather is a
matter of sample size and
sample preparation
(homogenization). In the
case of metal grains (Au, Ag,
PGM) in the sample which
cannot be homogenized by
fine grinding, a compromise
has to be found between
convenient and practical
sample size and the required
analytical precision and
accuracy. This problem of

"Geochemistry of Platinum Group Metals"
(Deadline 20 November, 1987)
One day symposium sponsored by the Association of Exploration Geochemists as part of
the V.M. Goidschmidt Conference outside BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
11th - 13th May, 1988
Abstract forms are available from either:
Goidschmidt Conference Coordinator
or
410 Keller Building
The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802, U.S.A.

Colin E. Dunn
Geological Survey of Canada
601 Booth Street
Ottawa, Ontari, K1A OE8, Canada

This significant geochemistry meeting to mark the centennial year of VM. Goldschmidt's
birth, is being organized by the Geochemical Society and sponsored by six major international SnriptlPC invnli'Arl in (HWfhomieal ot-iirilar T

statistical mineral grain
distribution naturally effects
all analytical techniques,
including the fire assay
which often is claimed to be
the "best" method in
precious metals analysis.
Even the best technique can
only determine what actually
is present in the analytic
portion of a sample.
The exploration geochemist
working on Au, Sn, W, Nb,
etc. seems to have to live
with this difficulty which
apparently is rather difficult
to understand and to accept
by "pure" chemists with
insufficient understanding of
the mineralogy and the geochemistry of their samples.
Therefore, the problem of
poor reproducibility in
certain geochemical analyses
is in principle not the
technique or analytical
interferences but the sample
itself and its mineralogicalgeochemical nature and the
chemist (not geo-chemist)
who expects the impossible
and naturally will get
disappointed.
This close interrelation
between mineralogypetrology-field geochemistry
and analytical chemistrylaboratory geochemistry
again stresses the
importance of a thorough
understanding of both
aspects involved and this, in
my opinion, can only be
achieved if the geochemist is
likewise conversant and in
charge of both the field
geochemistry and the
analytical geochemistry,
especially in mineral
exploration programs where
poor analytical
reproducibility is quite
common but often
insignificant and a
characteristic of fast
"geochemical" analyses
(who does not know the
quarrels between the "pure"
exploration geologist and the
"pure" analytical chemist
over the meaning and
reproducibility of one or two
analytical results?).
Yours faithfully,
L. Borsch
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Richard W. Lewis
It is with sadness that we
inform you of the death of
our colleague and friend Dr.
Richard W. Lewis who
passed away earlier this year.
Richard Lewis spent the last
23 years introducing and
practicing exploration
geochemistry in Brazil and
ably served the Association
as regional councillor for
the country during much of
this time.
Rarely can it be said that
any one individual was
responsible for the
development of an applied
science as diverse as
exploration geochemistry in
a geographic area
comprising almost half a
continent, but this was very
close to the case with
Richard Lewis and Brazil.
First arriving with the U.S.
Geological Survey, he started
and managed a commercial
geochemical laboratory,
Geoquimica Ltd., while
consulting on various
projects for both private
industry and government
corporations. Dr. Lewis kept

in close contact with a
number of universities in
Brazil and did much to
encourage the including of
geochemical coursework in
the geosciences
departments.
More recently, Dr. Lewis
organized the International
Workshop on Geochemical
Exploration of Rainforests
held in Manaus, Brazil in
1985. In the course of these
commercial and scientific
efforts, perhaps his largest
contribution was the
generation of greater
awareness and respect in this
part of the world for the
capabilities of applied
exploration geochemistry.
Dr. Richard Lewis's energy
and unselfish contributions
to the advancement of our
science along with his goodnatured humor will be sorely
missed.
Sincerely yours,
Paul Taufen
do Glenda Taufen
Amcongen-Rio
APO Miami, FL 34030-3090

Acme Analytical^ 1987 Special Offer
Geochemical Gold & 30 element ICP Analysis
$10.25/sample
Detection: Au 1 ppb.
Geochem Au, Pt, Pd, Rh + 30 element ICP Analysis
$16.00/sample
Minimum 20 samples per batch or $5.00 surcharge.
Rocks, add $3.00; Soils, add $.75 for preparation

Acme Analytical Laboratories Ltd.
852 E. Hastings St.,

The magma series
chemical classification of
igneous rocks is a
fundamentally new earth
science breakthrough. It is
based on an empirical
relationship between magma
series chemistry and mineral
deposits that has been
developed over the past 10
years through inductive logic
and computerized
multivariate synthesis of a
worldwide chemical and
isotopic data base of over
8000 mineral systems and
5000 igneous rock suites.
Magma Series
Classification
The notion of magma
series is the core concept of
the classification (Figure). A
magma series is a suite of
comagmatic igneous rocks
that have evolved along a
petrochemical ly and
metallogenetically distinct
differentiation path from a
more mafic parental melt. In
a sense, mineral deposits are
simply the products of "dirty
magma"; in the case of
epigenetic mineral deposits,
the metalliferous hydrous
dregs are left over at various
stages during the
differentiation of a particular
magma series.
As anomalous trace metal
expressions of a magma
series, the metallogenic data
can be and is being used to
construct a chemical
classification of a magma
series by integration with
more conventional
petrochemical data of the
magma suite. Rather than
surveying other petrologists
about how they use a term
such as andesite, Au:Ag
ratios of precious metal
deposits associated with
andesites were consulted. A
high potassium group of
andesite systems associated
with hydrous alkali-calcic
metaluminous magmatism

Magma Series Chemical
Classification
Every igneous taxonomic
distinction in the magma
series petrochemical
classification has been
constructed with such offplot empirical background
metallogenic information in
mind. The classification
takes the form of a logical
hierarchy based on serial
chemistry of igneous rocks.
First, second and third order
distinctions are made based
on aluminum, alkaline and
trace element content of the
magma series and identify
the magma series "family"
and by implication the
"parent" magma source
region in the crust or mantle.
The fourth order
distinctions based on iron
content can be empirically
tied to the presence of
anhydrous (iron-rich) or
hydrous (iron-poor) mineral
content. As such, iron
content measures the
capability of the magma
series to produce either a
hydrous metallogenic phase
which is epigenetically
deposited in veins in the iron
poor case or magmatic
metalliferous segregation in
the anhydrous iron-rich case.
Fifth order distinctions are
based on oxidation state of
the magma series as
measured by ferric: ferrous
ratio. Use of oxidation state
allows an additional major
"miniseries" level subdivision
of metallogenic affinity
previously defined at higher
levels based on 3rd order
alkalinity criteria (Figure).
Oxidation state constitutes
the most direct link to
mineral system deposition
and economics because it is
the final control of metal
content in the magma before
it is released into ore fluids.
Oxidation state also offers an
intrisuins reconcilation of
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continued

wallrock assimilation can
exert a major influence on
oxidation state or charge
balance of a magma whereas
it takes massive assimilation
of wallrock to change the
mass properties of incoming
mantle derived magmas.
More oxidized magmas
release chlorine, base
metals, and molybdenum
into the dissolved fluid phase
whereas Au, Tl, As, Sb, Se,
and Hg are released into
hydrothermal fluids under
more reduced conditions.
Exploration Application
The most direct practical
application of magma series
petrochemistry is to mineral
exploration, because it
enables the expiorationist to
empirically tie mineral
systems to their ultimate
economic potential early in
Magma Series
CA

D

o

CALCIC

the property evaluation
process, thus providing
timely and inexpensive
evaluation of a particular
mineral system. An example
of how the system works is
its employment in the search
for Round Mountain-type
volcanic-hosted Au deposits
in the Great Basin of the
southwestern United States.
Existing exploration models
predict any volcanic-hosted
quartz-adularia epithermal
precious metal system may
potentially yield a Round
Mountain type deposit. The
magma series approach
suggests that only quartzadularia stockwork systems
associated with
metaluminous hydrous ironpoor calc-alkalic andesite to
rhyodacite hypabyssal
instrusions will yield the
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grade/tonnage parameters of
a Round Mountain-type Au
deposit.
Silver-rich quartz adularia
systems (e.g. Tonopah, NV)
associated with
metaluminous hydrous ironpoor alkali-calcic volcanism
or quartz-adularia gold veins
(with beryllium geochemical
anomalies) associated with
metaluminous quartz alkalic
volcanism simply will not
yield Round Mountain-type
gold deposits. In the Great
Basin these non-Round
Mountain silver or goldberyllium biased quartz
adularia systems account for
about two-thirds of the
volcanic-hosted Round
Mountain-type targets that
many explorationists
consider fair exploration
game.
Much time and energy has
been spent looking at the
wrong quartz aduaria
precious-metal systemssystems that with preliminary
inexpensive geochemical

Stanley B. Keith
Monte M. Swan
MagmaChem Exploration, Inc.
9831 South 51st Street, Suite C
Phoenix, Arizona 85044
(602) 893-1434

Black River—Matheson (Brim)
on
The Ontario Geological
Survey has undertaken
overburden sampling northeastern Ontario, in an area of
potential gold mineralization.
Overburden samples were
collected in 1984 and 1985,
using rotasonic drilling and
backhoe trenching, in the
Black River—Matheson area.
Approximately 1000 samples
were processed to produce
- 2 5 0 mesh, - 1 0 mesh and
non-magnetic heavy mineral
fractions, and analyzed for
15 elements.
The geochemical,
mineralogical and textural
data for these samples have
been made public in Ontario
Geological Survey Maps
80761 to 80796, and 80838 to
80893. The data were also
released on 5lA" IBM-

compatible floppy diskettes
in March, 1987.
New files are now
available to be used in
conjunction with the data.
These files contain UTM
coordinates, drill hole
elevations, sample intervals
and stratigraphic units of the
holes. Documentation is
included which describes
individual file contents and
format. This data set provides
a useful test database for
explorationists working in
glaciated terrains.

mercury content in metallic
ore bodies is almost always
higher than in their

Lynda Bloom
Ken Steel
Ontario Geological Survey,
Geophysics/Geochemistry
77 Grenoille St., Room 806
Toronto, M7A 1W4 Canada
(416) 965-5503.
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ore bodies was first
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screening could have been
avoided for Round Mountain
potential at the initial stage
of exploration decision
making.
Earth Model Implications
Beyond mineral
exploration, which this
abstract has only touched
upon, probably the most
profound implication of
magma series chemistry is
for earth science in general,
because it provides an
empirically based petrologic
model that can be used to
more clearly decipher the
structure and chemistry of
the earth's mantle and crust.
As such, the classification
constitutes a logical
paradigm for petrology,
mineral deposits and
geodynamics in a space time context.
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develop primary aureoles,
while in later stages the
mercury liberated by
supergene processes would
generate secondary halos in
the host rocks.
Saukov (1946) proposed
the analysis of mercury vapor
in soil-gas as an exploration
method for buried or blind
ore bodies. Since this
pioneering work of Saukov,
applications of mercury
vapor as a pathfinder for ore
bodies has received
numerous trials. However, it
was found that the content of
mercury vapor in the soil-gas
is strongly affected by
climatic and atmospheric
factors which frequently
produced unreliable data.
As an alternative, the
analysis of total mercury
content in solids and rocks
was postulated as a way to
generate stable and reliable
results. This method of
analysis, although stable and
reproducible, results in very
mixed reviews. The major
problem with the analysis of
total mercury content is the
low anomaly/background
ratio, which generally yields
very poor resolving power
when exploring for buried
ore bodies.
The difficulty in applying
mercury as a pathfinder, lies
in an oversimplification in
the understanding of the
various modes of occurrence
of mercury containing
minerals, and in the
differentiation of these
mercury forms in the natural
environment. Volatile,
temperature dependent, and
more soluble mercury forms
are capable of traveling the
greatest distances from the
ore zone and so form the
best exploration pathfinders
for buried deposits.
Many higher temperature
forms occur in and very near
the ore zone which are very
useful in predicting proximity
to the ore forming processes.
In fact, by examining the
mercury over a wide
temperature range, which
includes high temperature
forms, it is possible to vector
the direction of an ore body
frnm a «pt nf hnrphnip

between the primary and
secondary halos.
Failure to recognize the
importance of these various
mercury forms is
compounded by mercury
analysis techniques, which
use high temperature
retorting (up to 600°C) to
release the mercury from the
solid phase. This type of total
mercury analysis mixes these
low and high temperature
compounds during analysis
and destroys the information
conveyed by the presence of

each of these individual
mercury compounds.
A new extraction and
analysis technique has been
developed which employs
differential thermal analysis
(DTA) for the characterization
of these various mercury
forms. This DTA technique
yields superior results as
compared to the
conventional analysis of
making a total mercury
measurement which
combines all the mercury
liberated from its different

compounds. The superior
performance of the DTA
method also allows one to
determine the most
diagnostic low temperature
forms of mercury which have
the highest potential as a
pathfinder for buried ore
deposits.
Mr. J. B. Maciolek
Dr. V. T. Jones
Exploration Technologies, Inc.
1441 Park 10 Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77084
Phone: (713) 578-7510

GEOCHEMICAL MAPPING
GEOLOGICAL TERRANES AND
METALLOGENIC ANALYSIS
A special session
to be held during the 1988 annual meeting of
The Geological Association of Canada
The Minerdlogical Association of Canada
The Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
, JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND, CANADA
May 22-25,1988
Aim
The aim of this special session is to present examples of how regional geochemical patterns
characterize major geological terranes and metallogenic features of the earth's crust. It is expected that
papers will cover many aspects of techniques and results of geochemical mapping, including:
— the relationship between regional geochemical patterns and metallogenic belts;
— deep crustal and mantle influence on regional geochemical patterns at the earth's surface;
— sampie media and sampling stratgy for geochemical mapping;
— radiometric surveys as a geochernica! mapping tool;
— methods of correlating geochemical mapping based op different sample media;
— methods of data reduction for, and presentation of regional geochemical maps;
— uses of geochemical mapping in regional geological correlation.
GENERAL FORMAT
This special session will form an integral part of the GAC-MAC-CSPG annual meeting which covers all
aspects of geology during three days of technical sessions and social events, withfieldtrips and short
courses before and after the meeting.
SESSIONS WITH RELATED THEMES
Several sessions will run concurrently, and many will have relevance to geochemical mapping,
including those with the following themes;
Middle Proterozoic sequences and tectonic evolution of the North American and Scandinavian Shields
New developments in Appalachian-Caledonian geology,
Progress in ICP/MS analytical techniques
Groundwater flow systems in mineral exploration.
FIELD TRIPS
A wide range of field trips will be offered covering various aspects of the Appalachian geology displayed
in Newfoundland, including visits to mineral deposits and prospects.
Address correspondence to:
Dr. RH. Davenport, Newfoundland Department of Mines,
95 Bonaventure Avenue, RO. Box 4750,
St. John's. Newfoundland. Canada A1C ST7
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Analytical Imprecision
and Data Interpretation
Acceptable precision limitsforinterpretation of single element
patterns are higher than limits required for a multi-element
interpretation. This is because the errors inherent in the
data are added together (either as absolute or percentage
uncertainties) when mathematical functions are applied to
the data.
An empirical approach has been used to demonstrate the
importance of taking into account variations in the data caused
by normal analytical imprecision. A mafic volcanic rock sample
was analyzed for 10 major oxides. Each data point was then
altered by a random factor of 0.85 to 1.15, representing data
falling within + / - 15% precision limits. Data for 10 fictious
samples were generated.
The data for the 10 samples were then plotted on bivariate and
ternary diagrams (Figures). It is apparent that a trend is
developed on the bivariate plot, and a range of rock names can
be applied to the same sample.
This treatment of the data represents a 'worst case' scenario
because precision limits would hopefully be less than 15% for
at least some elements. This is an interesting exercise to carry
out on your own data sets using multi-variate plots commonly
in use. It may be worthwhile to show 'error bars' on bivariate
and ternary plots.
Lynda B. Bloom
665 Roselawn Avenue, Apt. 214
Toronto, Ontario M5N 111, Canada
1210Nag0
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Summary report on the
workshop discussion held at
BRGM, Orleans, France 22
April, 1987.
This workshop took place
on the opening day of the
12th International
Geochemical Exploration
Symposium.
The workshop was cochaired by Dr. A.G. Darnley
of the Geological Survey of
Canada, Professor Alf
Bjorklund of the Abo
Akademi, Finland, and
Professor P.V. Koval of the
A.P. Vinogradov Institute of
Geochemistry, USSR. A
recommendation to
commence the preparation of
worldwide geochemical
maps (including
radioelement maps) had
been made previously
at an Advisory Group
Meeting of the International
Atomic Energy Agency in
October 1985.
The recommendation was
further elaborated at a later
Advisory Group meeting on
"The Use of Airborne
Radiometric Data to Define
the Natural Background
Radiation Environment". A
proposal for action was
drawn up by Dr. A. G.
Darnley of the Geological
Survey of Canada, Chairman
of the above meetings, in
October 1985 and circulated
to a wide international
group of earth scientists
for comment.
After modification it was
submitted in February 1987 to
the International Geological
Correlation Program (IGCP)
at UNESCO. The submission
was returned for additional
information and supporting
examples with the request to
resubmit in the Fall of this
year. Discussion at the
workshop focussed on the
steps to be followed in
preparing the necessary
modifications and additions.
The original proposal drew
hpavilu nn
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for the proposed execution
of the project.
During the workshop brief
presentations were given by
national and other
representatives showing
examples of the type of
results that have been
obtained in geochemical
mapping programmes to
date.
Finland: Dr. Bjorklund
presented examples of
experiments carried out on
data from the Nordkalott
project and the regional
sampling programme of the
country to examine what
information could be
obtained from very low
density surveys (1
sample/300km2). Using a
total of 900 samples from the
country, maps were prepared
showing element
distributions. These maps
delineated the major
geological blocks of
the country.
In addition, several of the
mineral belts were able to be
correlated with mobile belts
in the Soviet Union that had
been defined by geological
mapping. In one instance a
prominent element trend
never before recognized was
found to crosscut major
lithological and structural
trends. The cause of this is
not known, but one
hypothesis proposes that this
trend may be related to a
major feature of element
distribution in the mantle.
Newfoundland,
Canada:
Geochemical surveys have
been carried out over the
island of Newfoundland and
Labrador. On the island
stream sediments were
sampled at a density of 3
sample/7 km2 while in
Labrador lake sediments
were sampled at a density of
I sample/13 km2. The lake
sediment data shows a
striking correlation of
uranium between northern
Labrador and Greenland.
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cover 3 million km , using
stream sediments analyzed
for 39 elements. Sample
densities range from 1
sample/km2 to 1 sample/4
km 2 .1.4 million km2 have
already been covered.
Of interest is the effort
taken to standardize the
methods and particularly the
analyses carried out in
different provincial
laboratories throughout the
country. National primary
standards were prepared for
each province, These are
used to calibrate large
quantities of secondary
standards that are
prepared in each province to
control analytical quality
between batches and
between map sheets.
The Chinese delegate
proposed that China might
be able to supply primary
standards for the
international Geochemical
Mapping Project. In any case
their experience in preparing
very large quantities of
standard materials would be
invaluable to the project.
France: In France
geochemical sampling is
approached in a different
way. Sampling is undertaken
over major units but is aimed
at areas of greatest mineral
potential. Sample density is
approximately 3 samples/
km2. The French workers
question the value of low
density sampling such as 1
sample/300-500 km 2 .
Greenland: The
Greenland Geological Survey
has been carrying out
geochemical surveys of the
exposed parts of the island
for a number of years.
Sample media have been
stream sediments, glacial till
and in some cases residual
soils. Recently work has been
carried out using various
data treatment methods to try
to define the sample
densities required to detect
features in the order of 100
km wide. These exDeriments
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Norway has been completed
at various densities, from 1
sample/300 km2 to 1
sample/500 km2, using
several media. The country
has been covered with 7000
samples. Of particular
interest was the remarkable
definition in the southern
part of the country of the
large region of contamination
due to atmospheric pollution
(acid rain) coming from
beyond the borders of the
country.
International
Association of
Geochemistry and
Cosmochemistry:
Professor
P.V Koval (USSR), Secretary
of the Working Group on
Geochemical Prospecting of
the International Association
of Geochemistry and
Cosmochemistry, and cochairman of the Workshop
reported on the results of a

questionnaire the
Association had circulated to
its membership on the
project. The replies received
were uniformly positive.
Members felt that a
uniform approach should be
taken to world mapping.
Demonstration maps should
be prepared for large regions
and a reference base should
be prepared to obtain
comparable results in the
future. No clear decision was
expressed as to whether the
primary (bedrock) or
secondary (surficial)
environment should be
sampled, nor whether single
or composite samples should
be used. The view was
widely expressed that
the project should co-operate
closely with other international geological projects.
International Geological
Correlation Programme:
The Secretary of the IGCP
(UNESCO), Dr. E. Dudich,
explained the programme
and the reasons why the
project proposal has been
returned. He recommended
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that both primary and
secondary objectives be
more clearly defined to stress
the aspects of geological
correlation and co-ordination
of international activities.
Mention should be made of
the proposed map scale and
several examples from model
areas should be included.
The project should be
formulated for a period of
five years but certainly no
more than seven. He
suggested that supporting
documents should be
provided from institutions
that intended to support the
project indicating the form of
support proposed. Since the
funds available from the
IGCP are very small
052000-5000/year) they
could only be regarded as
seed money. An indication of
other sources of funds would
be of interest.
Following the above
presentations discussion
continued on various
technical aspects of the
project: whether a single
sample medium could serve
for coverage of the whole
world and if not how could
data from different media be
combined; what sample
density should be selected;
how to provide consistent
analytical standards; who
should carry out the analyses
— a single major laboratory
or many separate
laboratories; what analytical
methods should be used for
what elements; on what scale
should the data be
presented; what data
treatment methods should
be used.
These questions could not
be answered during the
workshop but would require
separate working groups to
examine and report on them.
These working groups would
be similar to the Agency's
Consultant Groups.
It was clear that those who
had carried out, or been
involved in, large regional
geochemical programmes
were in favour of pressing the
use of very low density
sampling (1/500 km2 or less),
whilst those that had not had
difficulty with the concept.

